
in the Orient, and general friendly feeling between
Japan and Great Britain, the pro-opium tendencies of
the British government are perhaps worth considering
as bringing in a discordant element that may give
trouble in the future.

"EL\l=AE\OMYENCHYSIS."
The Journal is always glad to furnish information

desired by its eastern contemporaries. In a recent issue
of a New York medical journal, the leading editorial,
on "Therapeutical Injections of Solidifying Fats,"
stated that the editor did "not know where Gersuny's
work in this direction was done or where the original
account" was to be found. Gersuny's original article
appeared in the Zeitschrift f\l=u"\rHeilkunde (Bd. xxi,
Heft 9), and was abstracted in the Wiener Klinische
Wochenschrift (No. 51, Dec. 20, 1900, p. 1207). The
Semaine M\l=e'\dicale,of Paris, published Gersuny's article
in its issue of December, 19, 1900, without giving credit
to any other journal. This article was abstracted in
The Journal of January 19, 1901, p. 219, and a
further reference to the injection of paraffin for surgical
prothesis may be found in the issues of February 23
(p. 532) and March 16 (p. 775).

THYROID TREATMENT AND OPTIC NEURITIS.
The usual symptoms of thyroidism, emaciation, weak-

ness, shortness of breath, nervousness, etc., are well
known, but there are others occasionally observed that
are less generally appreciated. If we are to regard ex-

ophthalmic goiter as the result of hyperthyroidization,
we can see possibilities in the way of unpleasant symp-
toms that have not all been actually observed from the
therapeutic use of the extract. However that may be,
it is probable that observations on the increasing thera-
peutic use of the drug will from time to time bring out
many important additions to our knowledge of its ef-
fects. One such has been editorially noticed in the
Medical Press and Circular for March 6. The reference
to the record is not given, but it states that Dr. Coppez,
of Brussels, reports the cases of five patients, four of
them women, in whom prolonged thyroid treatment for
obesity produced well-marked optic neuritis, occurring
several months after the beginning of the treatment, but
then progressing very rapidly, vision being reduced to
one-tenth in the course of a few weeks. No other symp¬
tom of thyroid intoxication appeared in these cases, but
in some of them suspension of the administration suf¬
ficed to relieve the condition, and its connection with
the treatment therefore seemed obvious. In other cases
a prolonged course of tonics and the use of electricity
were required. As the writer remarked, henceforth the
inquiry as to the use of thyroid treatment will be in
order in cases of optic neuritis of obscure etiology.
REPORT OF THE YELLOW FEVER COMMISSSION OF

THE LIVERPOOL SCHOOL OF TROPICAL
MEDICINE.

Last summer the Liverpool School of Tropical Medi-
cine sent Dr. Herbert E. Durham and Dr. Walter Myers
to Para, Brazil, for the purpose of studying yellow fever.
About two months ago both these investigators were
attacked by yellow fever. Unfortunately Dr. Myers

died, as noticed in The Journal. Dr. Durham, who
recovered, has issued preliminary reports1 of the results
so far obtained in their work. These were printed in
The Journal of March 9, p. 679, and show that they
have found a fine, small bacillus in the organs of all
fatal cases of yellow fever examined. This bacillus is
found in the contents of the lower intestine, also in great
preponderance over other micro-organisms. While it is
likely that this bacillus has been seen by Sternberg and
other observers, the reason that it has been accorded lit-
tle or no notice heretofore is probably due to the diffi-
culty with which it is stained. Prolonged staining in
diluted carbol-fuchsin (Ziehl) is necessary to bring out
the organism. So far pure growths have been secured
only by placing whole mesenteric glands in broth under
atmosphere of hydrogen. Search is now in progress for
suitable culture-media. Protozoa have not been found.
The reports state that the evidence in favor of the fine
small bacillus is regarded as stronger than for any other
pretended yellow fever germ, but there is much work
yet to be done in order to definitely establish this claim.
The death of Dr. Myers must be regarded as a loss to
medical science. His work gave promise of fruitful
activity as an investigator. In commenting on the re¬

port of Drs. Durham and Myers, Professor Welch, of
Baltimore, writes : "Both Lazear of the American and
Myers of the English yellow fever commission have laid
down their lives in the search for means of prevention,
based upon better knowledge of causation, of one of the
most baffling and terrible scourges of mankind. How
much more glorious is the cause to which these bright
young lives were sacrificed than any for which nations
are in arms to-day !"

1. Journal A. M. A., March 9, pp. 673 and 679.

"IMMUN-PROTEIDINS."
An abstract appears elsewhere in this issue (p. 929)

of The Journal giving the details of certain interest-
ing experimental studies by Emmerich and L\l=o"\w,on

the production of immunizing and curative substances.
Emmerich and L\l=o"\wbelong to that large school of in-
vestigators which believes that acquired immunity and
the healing of some infectious diseases are produced by
soluble chemical substances of the nature of bacterioly-
tic enzymes. The source of these substances has been
much discussed, some finding it in the serum of the blood
and other fluids, others in leukocytic and other cells.
Emmerich and L\l=o"\w,however, claim that these bac-
teriolytic substances are produced by the bacteria them-
selves in the same way as it is thought that in cultures
injurious substances appear and cause the organisms
to die out. These substances are regarded as enzymes
formed from zymogens in the bacteria. These enzymes
are proteolytic and destroy the bacteria by which they
are formed; and in some instances they also destroy
and dissolve many other bacteria as well. Thus the
ferment derived from Bacillus pyoeyaneus—pyocyanase
—destroys large numbers of anthrax, typhoid, diphtheria
and plague bacilli, as well as diphtheria toxin. Further¬
more, pyocyanase cures animals infected with anthrax
bacilli. When bacteriolytic ferments develop in the liv¬
ing body, they may unite with proteids and form stable
and durable compounds, possessing the bacteriolytic and
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